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Sise Cominsincmus Represented at WCCts Graduate School 


(Geneva) - Forty-three students from six continents and ten confessional groups 
are enrolled in the ninth session of the Graduate School of Ecumenical Studies 
at Bossey, Switzerland. 


The school is conducted under the auspices of the Ecumenical Institute of 
the World Council of Churches in association with the Faculty of Theology of 
the University of Geneva. It runs from October 1 to February 15 each year and 
the curriculum is centred around the study of Christian unity. 


The special subject of general study this year will be "The Witness of the 
Church in a Non-Christian and Post-Christian ‘orld", The analysis of the non- 
Christian world will deal with India and Hinduism. This will be followed by a 
Study on “Church and Mission”. 


The Rev. Francis House, associate general secretary of the World Council 
of Vhurches, preaching at the opening service for the school, told the new stu- 
dents they are participating "in the largest and geographically the most repre- 
sentative graduate school since its founding eight years ago". 
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"Our fellowship here does not depend upon personal feelings or similarity 
of religions, experience or agreement on theological systems, but upon the ob- 
jective facts, the immutable realities of God's being and of His purpose in Christ 
to gather into one His children who are scattered abroad", he said. 


Mr. House reminded the students that "it is in the name of Christ alone that 
you have been called together from so many races, cultures and confessions" and 
that only through His Spirit could the barriers dividing them be overcome. 


Mr. House expressed the hope that grace would be given to the students to 
learn from one another,"Anglicans from Baptists, Lutherans from Orthodox, Old 
Catholics from Disciples - and so on around the whole gamut of confessions re- 
presented here ~ to the deepening of your own faith, and the clearer manifest- 
ation of your unity in Christ", 


The students also heard from Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of 
the World Ccuncil of Churches; Rector Eric Martin of the University of Geneva; 
Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of the Ecumenical Institute; and Mr. Henry Mekulu, as- 
sistant director of the Institute and the first African to serve on the staff 
there, 


Dr. Wolf told the students of the expectations that they would work not only 
for new knowledge and insights for themselves but for the renewal of the churches 
from which they come and for a "new vision of the renewed Church which would 
bring common witness in the world today". 


African students from Cameroun, Ghana, South Africa and Gabon were specially 
challenged by Mr. Makulu to seek new insights and zeal to help the church in 
Africa take a responsible role in nation-building there. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said that although the ecumenical movement is still 
young, it is often written and talked about as though it had existed for many 
years. The period since 1948 when the Council was formed or even since 1910 
when the movement towards Christian unity received its impetus "is a very short 
time", 

"The ecumenical movement is a young plant that needs lots of attention", he 
said, "It is a young movement that needs pioneers. The pioneering stage is far 
from over." 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft said it would be dangerous to assume that there had been 
a real shift from the scattering forces to the gathering forces in the life of 
the church. These disruptive forces, he said, had installed themselves over a 


period of centuries and could not easily be overcome. He spoke of ignorance and 


self-satisfaction that puts nation, class or race before "loyalty to the Lord 
Jesus Christ", 


He urged the need for “knowledge and patient listening to each other" and 
said that “our job is not impossible because we are co-workers with the Lord Him- 
self in the gathering of the Church", EPS, Geneva 


WCC Team Arrives in Congo 


(Leopoldville) - A two-man team representing the Division of Inter-Church Aid 
and Service to Refugees of the World Council of Churches has arrived in the 
Congo to appraise needs there. Inspector H. Witschi, an official of the Evang- 
elical Missionary Society of Bascl (Basel Mission), and the Rev. Heinrich Hell- 
stern, director of Swiss HEKS, inter-church aid and relief agency of the Swiss 
churches, are spending three weeks conferring with church and mission leaders. 
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First reports from the Swiss churchmen indicate that more secondary schools a. 
and more technical training are the priority needs in the country. Most of the | 
non—-Belgian men missionarios as well.as doctors and teachers are returning, é; 
they say. The team is meeting with officials of the Congo . rotestant Relief + 
Agency, a body set up by the Congo Protestant Council. EPS, Geneva Eos 


Jesuit Rules Out Church Control Over US President 


(Washington, RAE ws aac prominent Jesuit theologian has told an audience in | 
Washington, D.C., that the Roman Catholic Church would not attempt to interfere. 

in the political activities of a Roman Catholic US president, nor would a Ca— 7 
tholic president be bound by Catholic morality in deciding public issues. Sane 


The Rev. Gustave Weigel, an authority on church-state relations, said that 
there is an important distinction between the law of the church and the secular 
law and that because of this an elected official has, in effect, “a double Liget. — 


In private life he worshi’s as he pleases, he said, but in Sete life, “heyiciyeisas 
aman of the law which is framed for practical purposes and canonizes no phi- eR 
losophy or theology". Lah eae 


Father Vveigel said a confessor's service to a Catholic president "would Be awe 
exclusively private, moral and religious" and that a confessor "has no compe= = 
tence in political matters, which belong not to the order of morality but to..aee ay 
the order of law", yee 


As for "the interference of the bishops or the Pope", he said, "it can be: Sa 
said without hesitation that there would be none of it. The Pope does not med-— Bs 
dle with the political activity of (Roman Catholics) Adenauer or de Gaulle, nor es 


would either man permit it." eS 
he ay 


Father ‘ieigel, who is professor at oodstock College, a Jesuit theological 
seminary near Auta said that while a Catholic official would approach his = 
task with a Catholic conscience, just as a Protestant would with a Protestant ~~ 
conscience, he would not be a moral philosopher or teacher and "it would be 
immoral for him to impose on the community what he thinks is immoral". His 
speech was part of a lecture series at the Shrine of the Most Blessed Sacrament aed 
in the nation's capital. The Democratic candidate for the US presidency 18 (> \jgume 
Senator John F. Kennedy, a RomenCatholic (see EPS No. 35). BPS, Geneva 


Tribute Paid to Dr. John Baillie 

(Geneva) - Tribute to the latc Dr. John Baillie as “one of the most trusted and Bua. 
influential leaders of the ecumenical movement" has been paid by Dr. W.A, Visser =i 
BE OO .U eS secretary of the World Council of Churches, 


long cP SOE a president of the World Council. He was 74, In 1943-44 hess 
was the moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland (Presbyter- 
ian), the highest honour which that church can bestow. ae 


Dr, Visser 't Hooft said Dr. Baillie "will be remembered as a leader whose 
clear judgement often had decisive influence in the life of the World Council awe ; 
He recalled that Dr. Baillie had been scheduled to deliver the message at the © x 
thanksgiving service in August at St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh, commemorating ~ 
the 50th anniversary of the 1910 World Missionary Compantnse:, 
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aa Because of illness Dr. Baillie was unable to attend, but Dr. Visser 't Hooft. 


delivered a message based on notes prepared by Dr, Baillie. Thus, he said, “his 
last message was passed on to the large congregation composed of men and women ~ 
_ of many churches and comtrics". Dr. Baillie had been present as a steward at 
' the 1910 Conference. 
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Dr. John Baillie, C.H, (Companion of Honour), was professor of Divinity at 
the University of Edinburgh from 1934 until his retirement in 1956. From 1950 
to 1956 he was principal of New College and dean of the Faculty of Divinity at 
the University. He was elected one of the six presidents of the World Council in 
1954, EPS, Geneve ie 


Increased Demands for Spiritual Healing Cited 


(Philadelphia, Pa.) - an increasing demand from church lay men and wmen for si 
ritual healing and for pastors with some clinical knowledge of froup therapy has- 
been reported by speakers at the International Conference on Spiritual ieee s 
meeting in Philadelphia. ue 

They also stressed the necessity for increased mutual respect and conopczation 
anong physicians, psychiatrists, psychologists and ministers in treating illnesses 
and emotional tensions, a - as ioe 


bah 4 


The Rev. Leopold Bernhard, of Chicago, chairman of the Commission on Healing, > 
United Lutheran “hurch in America, said that doctors who were once "pretty hard- — 

boiled about religion" are now coming round to believing in the miracle of id 
prayer, or at least to an understanding that a patient has spiritual needs. 


More than 775 persons, including 85-clergy, 16 nurses and 135 physicians and 
psychiatrists from 18 denominations in the US, Canada, and four overseas coun— — 
tries attended the meeting sponsored by the Order of St. Luke the Physician, a 
non—monastic Protestant Episcopal order dedicated to the ministry of spiritual — 


ealing, EPS, Geneva 


Free Churches Reject Commission Plan 


(London) - The Free Church Federal Council has announced it has decided not to 
get up a commission to examine the differences between its four member churches. 


The decision was taken when it was reported the Congregationalists were un— 

. . . . i; Fi oe | / 
willing to serve on such a commission because they felt it would be an altema-' —~ 
tive to taking practical steps towards union, 3 


The Rev. Howard Stanley, secretary of the Congregational Union, said that 
"no onc would be more pleased than the Vongregationalists" to work with the Com-~ 
mission if it wore working for union, but that "the denominations would not have 
‘approved a commission if they had thought it was a move in this direction". | é 


vise 
Pree ® 
Tete? + 


ay 


He said the Congregationalists thought it was more important to study pos- 
Sible union of the Free Churches with the Church of England. ee 
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me Plans for the commission had been approved by the licthodists, Baptists and 
_the English Presbyterian Church. However, they decidcd not to go ahead without 
Congregational participation. 


The issuc has now beon referred to an executive comuittce which will consult — 
a special committee representing the four denominations, and present a report to 
she next Free Churches Congress in April. A Free Church Union would have a mem-_ 
rship of more than 1,500,000 persons. EPS, Geneva 
ie oa 


| 
; 
| 


‘New Book Anal: 


oy: ~ ie é = 


No. 37 -— 7th October, 1960 5 


Discrimination Seen Affecting African Students! Faith 


(London) - Two out of every three African Christian students who come to England 
to study return home agnostics, a West African Anglican priest has reported. 


The Rev, J.B. Arthur said the African youth become embittered because of 
their experiences with racial discrimination and turn away'from the Church. The 
Church is loosing "an unparalleled opportunity for evangelism" because of this, 
he told the Accra Diocesan Association in London. BPS, Geneva 


Canadian Government Asked to Give Birth Vontrol Information 


(Edmonton, Alba) - The 19th General Council of the United Church of Canada has 
asked the Canadian government to provide birth control information to nations re- 
questing it, 


The Councsil termed the population explosion "the most neglected social issue 
of our time" and stressed that responsibility for family planning has been "laid 
by God upon the consciences of parents everywhere", 


The Council also urged the enactment of laws which would require premarital 
health examinations and called upon the church's clergymen to counsel couples on 
the spacing and number of children. 


However, it refused to approve a recommendation that the church petition the 
government to raise the legal age of marriage. It said it felt it had no right 
to call for legislation which would limit the freedom of non-members. 

In another resolution the Council reaffirmed its stand favouring the recog= 


nition of Comaunist China by Canada and its admission into the United Nations, 
BPS, Geneva 


ses Refugee Integration in USA 


(New York) — The first professional study of the assimilation of rcfugees. in the 
United States has been published by the National Council of Churches, : 


Titled "Homeless No Hore", the book is based on an examination of 104 cases 
chosen, from the files on 115,000 persons resettled by Church World Service, the 
NCC's refugee relief and rehabilitation wing. Its authors are Sonia Grodka and 
Gerhard Hennes, staff members of the CWS Department of Immigration Services. 


The report analyses the factors governing the integration of refugees in- 
cluding nationality, family and friends, employment, knowledge of English, edu- 
cation and religion. It also provides data from 207 US sponsors on the inte- 
gration process. 


A section on travel loans shows that in one year alone a total of $532,000, 
representing an average of $133 per case of 4,000 cases,was repaid by refugees. 


“Tf one assumes that such a repayment rate was not possible unless the annual 
family income is at least $3,000", the authors observe, "the contribution of 
these cases to the national income must be ostimated at $12,000,000." Working 
from these figures, they estimate the contribution to the national income of the 
555,000 families resettled by CWS in the last 12 years was "no less than 
165,000,000 in 1959, 


The numbor of return cases, among the 113,000 resettled, is estimated at 500 
persons. Reasons given are cmotional maladjustment, economic pressure, homesick- 
ness, family separation and chronic problem cases. 
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ss to return temporarily for the conference, 


The book also docwacnts the kinds of assistance provided to the newcomer, — vere? 
including housing and furniture, food and clothing, financial and educational os 
aid and personal counselling. . 


It reports an evaluation by sponsors of the community's adjustment to the ~~ 
powers which shows 52.9 per cent did "very well” and only 0.9 per cent did 


"inadequately". EPS, Goneva [aun 


Relizious Instruction Abolished in Polish Schools 


(Warsaw) ~- Religious instruction will be abolished-in about 5,000 Polish schools: 
during the current school year. The policy was revealed in a statement made by ~ 
Frau Maria Jezierska, gonoral secretary of the Polish Association for Secular  — 
Schools, in an interview for the independent Cracow daily Dziennik Polski. 


The aim of the association, Frau Jezierska said, was not to limit soculan 
risation of schools to banning religious instruction from the school promises, _ 
but to eliminate church influence from social and ethical life and replace it 
by secular concerns, wise 


According to an article in Trybuna Ludu, official Warsaw communist papery 
the Association for Secular Schools has at present 15 branches in Poland, with soley 
nearly 100,000 members, During the first five months of 1960 it aoe ovem) gonam 
2,000 lectures which were attended by 150,000 people. It has also established yeas 
rete Universities" to raise the adult educational level. EPS, Geneva 


Ten Million Guilders for Church Buildinss in the Netherlands a 


Church organised a collection in 2 Soe ae last ycar. ee 


pet 
The action closed on September 25 with thanksgiving services in all Re- _ 
formed churches, at which the amount collected was announced. Statistics show ~ 
that many church members responded to the original request to give one-half per 
cent of their annual income. Fifty-four out of the dagen, needed 160 one 
will be completed within the next year. EPS , Cones 


Minister of Interior Refuses to Re—Admit Bishop Reeves 


(Johannesburg) - Permission for Dr. Ambrose Reeves, Anglican Bishop of ae 
burg, to roturm to the Union of South Africa for a special conférence calledyiyg 
the World Council of Churches has been denied. (See EPS Nos. 35 and 36) The 
government's minister of the intcrior has informed the id evonen (ruling body) 
of the Nederduitse Gereformcerde Kerk that he is not prepared to give a reason 
for the recent deportation of the bishop or to lift the ban in order to allow 
him to attend a meeting of the WCC's eight member churches in South Africa, 
scheduled for December. 


Two days aftcr the deportation of Dr. Reeves, Dr. F.0. Geldenhuys of the 
Nederduits Gcereformeerde Kork van Transvaal intervicwed the minister who replied — 
that such an action was taken very seldom and thon only when the minister was : 
Convinced that it was "in the public interest", He said he was not prepared to 
give explicit reasons for the déportation. On September 22 a deputation con- = 
Sisting of Dr. Geldenhuys and the Rev. C.F.B. Naudc, a member of the committee 
preparing for the WCC conference, visited the minister to ask that Dr. Reeves be 
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' The minister of the interior wrote a letter in which he said that "Bishop 
Reeves is a representative of one church in South Africa, and this church has 
many persons who could state its views at such a conference, And there is 
nothing to prevent Bishop Reeves from stating his viows in writing on the matters 
that would be discussed ,.. I was therefore not prepared to consider permitting 
him to visit the Union tomporarily for this purpose." EPS, Goneva 


Jig, IBresieue 


Art objects made at the Reformed religious community of Taizé (France) 
are amongst the exhibits shown at the exhibition of contemporary religious art at 
Zofingue (Swi zerland), October 1-23, Members of the sponsoring committee are 
Professor Henri d'Espine, president of the Council of the Federation of Swiss © 
Protestant Churches, Msgr. von Streng, Bishop of Basel and Lugano, and the Rev. 
Roger Schutz, Prior of Taizé. 
x # 


Miss Jaqueline Wttewaal van Stoetwegen, of the Netherlands, associate gconeral 
secretary of the World YWCA in Geneva for the past eight years, has retired, 
Miss van Stoetwegen is returning to the Netherlands where she will make a home 
for the five orphaned children of Dr, and Mrs. Ulrich van Beyma. Dr. van Beyma, 
an executive of the Division of Inter—Church Aid of the World Council of Chur- 
ches, and his wife were killed in a motor accident last March, 


* *% 


The strategy of Asian churches in evangelism and service will be surveyed 
by 40 representatives from India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon at a meeting October 
13-19 to be held near Bombay, India, under the auspices of the East Asia Christian 
Conference, An announcement says they will examine "whether in fact the Christian 
Strategy Asian churches have inherited from their missionary parents is the best 
for their task in these changed times", 


The Executive Committee of the Australian Council of Churches has sent 
greetings to the Christian Council of Nigeria on the occasion of Nigeria reaching 
Mthe cherished goal of independence" on October 1. It said it looks to inde= 
pendent Nigeria as "a beacon of hope shining through the darkness of racialism 


meer rica; 
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Dr. Hendrik Kraemer of the Netherlands, first director of the Ecumenical 
Institute at Bossey, Switzcrland, is on a two-month visit to Japan to hold con- 
ferences with Christian and non-Christian leaders. He will attend a conference 
October 11-14 sponsored by the Institute on the Mission of the Church of the 
United Church of Christ in Japan (the Kyodan). 


*« * 


A ten-year plan for a massive assmlt by US churches on the bad living and 
working conditions of migrant farm labourers will be launched at a national 
study conference, November 16-18, sponsored by the National Council of Churches, 
The conference will mark the 40th anniversary of the churches! work for migrant 
workers. BPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


The Tent _on the Frontier: Billy Graham in Berlin 


(Berlin) ~ At the end of September tens of thousands of people from Hast and 
West Berlin streamed into the largest tent ever pitched in West Berlin, just 

300 yards from the frontier of the divided city. They wont to hear Billy Graham, 
American evangelist, He had elready held successful week-long meetings in Essen 
and Hamburg. Here in Berlin the evangelistic "crusade" became the centre of a 
political dispute. 


Authorities in East Berlin soon raised objections to the crowds which cross-= 
ed the fronticr to hear him. “For the sake of maintaining order and security" 
they demanded that the tent be removed from the Platz dcr Republik, and des- 
cribed the Graham campaign as a provocation for which the authorities in West 
Berlin would have to bear the consequences. 


In West Berlin, however, the authorities indicated that they had no intention 
of yielding to such demands. “Billy Greham can preach in Berlin as often as he 
dikes’, and as long as he likes", they replied, “Ifa lot of people from Hast 
Berlin come to hear him and that makes the Communists nervous, that is their own 
affair, The monstrous fact that they describe a religious mecting as a 'provo- 
cation! shows that the Communists in East Berlin describe everything as a 'pro- 
vocation! which is an expression of freedom and humanity." 


The Communist authorities also tricd in another way to prevent the people of 
East Berlin from attending the meetings. They established strict controls and 
closed the gates over the frontier, ‘The methods they employed caused the Protest- 
ant church leaders of Berlin-Brandenburg to send a telegram of protest to Otto 
Grotewohl, president of the DDR. The church leaders accuse the members of the 
East German police of name-calling and of “mocking at Christian citizens on ac- 
count of their Christian faith" and of blaspheming against God and against Jesus 
in a way "which has never been heard in Germany except under the Nazi regime". 
The controversy in the East German press grew more heated and culminated in the 
statement in the East Berlin paper Neuve Zeit that the church leaders in Berlin 
were supporting Graham's “anti-Communist campaigns" under the camouflage of re- 
Pion. 

Most of the press of Yestern Germany and West Berlin wrote approvingly of 
Billy Graham's campaign. Dic Welt, published in Hamburg, commented: “Billy 
Graham, this clever, modern man who bclongs to the age of the 'Sputniks' and 
‘Tuniks', doesn't say much, He is not an innovator, a ranter, a 'Mr. Know-all!. 
He does not make polemical statements about the churches, the confessions or 
the sects. He simply describes afresh the essentials of the Christian faith, in 
simple words and phrases which everyone understands, Hard, terse and clear, he 
is like 'God's machine gun'. His message attacks point-blank like a weapon." 


Bishop Otto Dibelius, of Borlin-Brandenburg, was away on holiday during the 
campaign, but he sent a message of greeting to Billy Graham, whom he had met in 
Germany and in America, welcoming him as the bearer of the pure message of the 
New Testament. “It does us all good to hear this message again", wrote Bishop 
Dibelius, "in the way that you give it: forcefully, concentrating on the es- 
sential, and demanding that decision without which no one can be a Christian." 

BPS, Geneva 


